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I Can Read Books are widely recognized as the premier 
line of beginning readers. Inaugurated with Else 


Holmelund Minarik’s Little Bear, illustrated by Maurice 


Sendak, the series has grown to over 200 titles that 
include mysteries, adventure stories, poetry, historical 
fiction, and humor. Featuring the finest authors and 
illustrators, | Can Read Books introduce children to the 
joy of reading independently. 


To help you choose a book that’s right for your child, 
I Can Read Books have five levels that correspond to a 
child’s reading development. These levels are meant 
only as guides; the greatest reading pleasure grows out 
of a child’s own interests and abilities. 


MY FIRST | CAN READ BOOKS: 
simple concepts and stories, told in familiar, easy-to- 
recognize words for the emergent reader 


i CAN READ BOOKS: 
LEVEL | — short, simple stories for the early reader 


LEVEL 2 — high-interest stories with longer plots and 


language play for the developing reader 


LEVEL 3 — short chapters and more complicated plots for 


the newly independent reader 


i CAN READ CHAPTER BOOKS: 


more challenging chapters for the fully independent reader 
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Captain Cat joined the army. 


He went in when nobody was looking. 


The soldiers marched in a parade. 


“Left, right— lefts righte. 3s ai 


Captain Cat kept in step. He knew one foot from the other. 
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“That cat has more stripes “Meow,” said Captain Cat. 


than we have,” Another sergeant looked at the cat. 


said a corporal to a sergeant. “Yes sir!” he said and laughed. 
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From then on 

everybody started saying, 
“Frere; Gaptam Cat,” 
when they wanted him, 
instead of 


“Here, kitty kitty.” 
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But sometimes the soldiers “I have to clean the bathrooms,” 


had no time for Captain Cat. | said one soldier 
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One soldier named Pete 


always found time for Captain Cat, 


even when he was on guard duty. 
“You remind me of a cat back home,” 
“I have to sweep the grounds,” } he said, and scratched Captain Cat 


said another soldier. behind the ears. 
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Pete played with Captain Cat so much, he got into trouble. 
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The general made Pete 

do kitchen duty. 

Captain Cat kept him company. 
Pete let Captain Cat play 

with the potato peels. 

‘Are you my buddy?” 

asked Pete. 


‘“Me-ow,” said Captain Cat. 


22 


The next morning 

a bugle blew. 

Oh, how Pete hated to get up! 
24 


But Captain Cat 


Sprang right out of bed. 
25 


He had to check out the garbage 
26 


before it was taken away. 
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Then it was time for inspection. 


Everybody lined up. Captain Cat lined up, too. 
28 | 29 
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The general fixed a soldier’s gun. 
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He fixed Pete’s hat. 


All he could fix for Captain Cat 


were his whiskers. 


“Forward march!” said the general. 
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The soldiers went one way. 


Captain Cat went the other way. _ He had to chase some birds. 
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The soldiers crawled | They hiked 


in the mud. through rain and sleet. 
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But not Captain Cat! 


He was taking a nap 


on Pete’s bed. 
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Time for chow! 

Pete and the other soldiers 

rushed into the mess hall 

to get plates of nice, hot food. 
40 


Captain Cat wished 
Pete would get him 


a plate with a mouse. 
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“Are you my buddy?” asked Pete. 


” said Captain Cat. 
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*“Me-ow 
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Lights out! 


Everyone went to sleep 


and dreamed of loved ones. 
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Captain Cat dreamed 


of his loved one, too. 
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LEVEL | 
I Can Read Books® you will enjoy: 


The Fire Cat ¢ Averill 

Oscar Otter * Benchley 

Red Fox and His Canoe ¢ Benchley 

And I Mean It, Stanley ¢ Bonsall 

Who’s Afraid of the Dark? ¢* Bonsall 

Creepy Crawly Critters * Buck 

Santa’s Short Suit Shrunk ¢ Buck 

Digby * Hazen 

Joe and Betsy the Dinosaur ¢ Hoban 

Silly Tilly and the Easter Bunny ¢ 
Hoban 

Silly Tilly’s Thanksgiving Dinner ¢ 
Hoban 

Silly Tilly’s Valentine * Hoban 

Barney’s Horse ¢ Hoff 

Captain Cat ¢ Hoff 

Chester ¢ Hoff 

Danny and the Dinosaur ¢ Hoff 

Danny and the Dinosaur Go to Camp ¢ 
Hoff 

Grizzwold ¢ Hoff 

The Horse in Harry’s Room ¢ Hoff 

Happy Birthday, Danny and the 
Dinosaur ¢ Hoff 

The Lighthouse Children ¢ Hoff 

Mrs. Brice’s Mice ¢ Hoff 

Oliver * Hoff 


Sammy the Seal ¢ Hoff 
Stanley ¢ Hoff 
Who Will Be My Friends? ¢ Hoff 
A Picture for Harold’s Room « 
Johnson 
Fat Cat Sat on the Mat ¢ Karlin 
Little Chick’s Friend Duckling * Kwitz 
What Do You Hear When Cows Sing? 
Maestro 
Father Bear Comes Home ¢ Minarik 
A Kiss for Little Bear ¢ Minarik 
Little Bear ¢ Minarik 
Little Bear’s Friend ¢ Minarik 
Little Bear’s Visit * Minarik 
Dinosaur Time ¢ Parish 
No More Monsters for Me! ¢ Parish eo 
Busy Buzzing Bumblebees * Schwartz 
I Saw You in the Bathtub ¢ Schwartz 
In a Dark, Dark Room * Schwartz ‘a 
There Is a Carrot in My Ear Schwartz, 4 
Ready, Set, Go! ¢ Stadler _ no 
Come and Play, Hippo * Thaler 
Morris and Boris at the Circus ¢ 
Wiseman | aa 
Morris Goes to School ¢ Wiseman % 
Morris the Moose * Wiseman 3 a 
Harry and the Lady Next Door * Zion 
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L An Can Read Book" Read Book™ 
Gue SS who 
has joined the 


Captain Cat, that’s who. He has whiskers 


and paws, and more stripes than the soldiers 
have ever seen. But most important, he 


has a best friend who can make an army 
barracks feel like home. 
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I Can Read Books PreSchool 


@ LEVEL 1 I Can Read Books PreS - Grade 1 


LEVEL 2 I Can Read Books Grades 1 - 3 


LEVEL S I Can Read Books Grades 2-4 


I Can Read Chapter Books Grades 3 & up 
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